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To the Honourable Houſe of Com- 


mons, now aſſembled i Parliament. 
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JM quire my ſervice in preaching at the late 
2 « ſolemne and religious affliting your ſoules 
; before the Lord, to which not only my duty 
S7M but experience of your former acceptance 
of my endeavours, made me yeell a reaty 
obedience, But although I knew your goodneſſe would beare 
with that weak neſſe which would be diſcovered in ſpeaking 
to ſo grave and judicious an auditory x, yet could I not ex. 
ped to recerve ſo large « teftimony, not only of your accepta- 
tron, but thanks, as I and my Colleague have done, much 
leſſe that you ſhould ſo expreſly ſend to have them publiſhed, 
becauſe now what blame ſhall be caſt upon my tuſufficiency 
in handling and proſecuting ſuch a ſubjeR, muſt 1n ſome 
ſort refle& pon your ſelues, For my ſelfs 1 anſwer all 0b- 
jeFtons agaiuſt my ſending them abroad, with this, that 
they are yours, Fad it 1s fit for me to yeeld unto your dif- 
pofing of them, 

For the maine leſſon handled, the Lord grant that our 
ſeeking him while he may be found, may prevent us frum 
Leing a further proofe of it to other Natrons, and ſucceedi:.3 
generations, 

Ard to this end, the ſame Lord gauitle ani trſſe unto 

A 2 us, 


AP A T pleaſed this Honourable Aſſembly to re- 
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us, and reward into your owne boſomes, and your polerites, 
all t' e many, long; aud unwearied labours which you bave 
undergone, and ſ1:ll continue 18 jor the glovy of brs name, 
the reformation of bis C harch, the hoaour of bis Majeſty, 
the peace and proſperity of the whole Realme, Tbis is [0 
generally deſired and [ought for at Goas hanus, that / bope 
the God who! eareth prayers, will not leave the bappineſſe 
smperfef, which he ſeemes to hate prepared ty your meanes, 
nor deprrue us of the good which you areworking, Tobis 
wiſedome, proteFton, mercy. and grace, be leaves you, who 
fs your datly remembrancer at the Throne of Grace, 
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2 KINGs 23.26, Readalfo verſ-25. 

And like unto bim (that is King ſofieb) there was n0 
King before him that turn'd to the Lord with all his 
beart, and with all his ſoule , andwith all his might, ac- 
cording to all the Law of Moſes; neither afterwards aroſe 
any like unto him, 

Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from the fierceneſſe 
of his great wrath , wherewith his anger was kindled 
againſt Judah, becauſe of all the provocations that Ma- 
naſſch had provoked bim withall. 


His King Joſiah ( Right Honourable and 
WW Beloved ) may moſt truly bee counted, 
£> not only one of the Morthies of the 


> Wonders : There is hardly any thing 
recorded of him but what is wonder- 
full, his very birth was wonderfull, be being propheſiea 


B there- 


World, but alſo one of the Worlds 


of by name, about 35 o yeers before he was born : And , 


In;razulli. 
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miodwi- therein ſore-promiſed to doe thoſe great things which 
——— heeffeQed againſt 1dolaters, and the R-liques of 1do- 
latry. And ic was as wozdertwll,to think in what a deſpe- 
rate coriaition, and time ofthe Church he was born, in 
the darkeſt milnjgh:t of apoſtalie, when the tex Trebes 
were Cairi.d away Captive, and Judah ard Benjamin 
only left, and they (15 farreas the eye of man could 
ſe ) whol'y and gercraliy falten from the Lord their 
2Cliro.33 (e104 iO 41] $:2nnct of /dils and Idolarries ; when the 
very Temple of God was made a denne of Idols, nay, 
bis Altar the v.:ly Altar of Iſrael deſtroyed, to make 
rnOme for Altars ereted to Idols : When the true 
Church had hardly any viſtole being upon the face of 
the carrh; yea,] am perſ{waded that inthe darkefi times of 
Anti-chriſtiantty , the true Church of Chriſt was never 
more viſible, rhan it was about that time when 19ſiah 
was born. And it was arother wonder, that in ſuch a 
ſirong faQion as [dolatry then bad, that any could po(- 
ſibly fo prevaile in the Coxrt, as to give ſuch educati- 
on tothe young Prince. Nor is it lefle wonderfull thar 
by that time he was but ſixteen yecresold, he ſtoodour 
a perfe godly man, undertaking the cauſe of God, and 
the Reformation of Religion : and th3t with ſuch aperfe# 
beart to make the moſt c omplere an } abſolute reformarion 
of the Church, that ever was wrought by any morrall 
man, ,fince God had a Church on earth. Bur the ſuc- 
ceſſe of his labours ſeemes to mee the moſt wpxger(sll 
of all the reſt, whether you look upon the ſuccefleith 
with the people, or the fucceſle it had wich God. 
The ſucceſfle with the people was this, that although at 
lofiabs firſt appearingas a right Orient and. illuſtrious 
Starre in adarke night, there was hardly any viſible wor- 
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ſhip or Worſhipper to bee found ; yer he carried all 
before him like a torrent, and walked like a man Of fire, 
(as his name ſignifies, the fire of the Lord) and brought 
the whole Nation ſo about, that there was ſcarce cver 
ſuch a Covenant made as he procured, and that not by 
2 prevailing porty, but the Yntterſelity of his King- 
dome joyned with him in ir, and continuedin it,and 
held cloſe to it all the time that 7oſiah lived in the 
apo This was the ſucceſſe that hee foundamong the 
people, | 

But now the ſuccefle that all this found with God is 
yet more wonderfull, and this my Text will tell you of , 
v!z, that notwithſtanding ſuch a rare man, was thus 
wonderfully fiirred up , thus miraculouſly carried on, with 
ſuch a perfeF heart, with ſuch a unanimous conſent of his 
people, ro ſet upon the work of reforming Religion; 
and did it ſo as never mortall man did the like before, 
nor any aroſe after;yard like uito him; yet n0:with{tan- 
ding all this the Lord turned not away from the fierceneſſe 
of his great wrath, &fc, 

And fo now you ſee my Text 1s a deſcription of the 
altogether kopeleſſe and helpleſſe condition of the Church 
of the Jewes,though there was a Phyſitian riſen up,who 
had found out the moſt pretious balme that ever was, 
and rowly applyed it; yet the hurt of Gods people 
could receive no cure, but they muſt die for ir. 

Andthis may be reduced to theſe two Heads. 

Firſt, you have their miſerable and forlorne eſtate in 
theſe words : (Notwithſtanding the Lord turned not from 
fe - 40s e of his great wrath nhich was kenaled again/ 
Tuaab,) 


Secondly , you have thecauſe of all this, what it was 
B 2 that 
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Introde8i- that made God irreconciliably and Inexorably ſer againſt 


them in theſe words x; becauſe of ail the provecations 
wherewith Manaſſes had provoked him, though hewere 
dead betweenthirty and forty yeeres before loſiah ended 
his dayes, yet h:s provocations were the cauſe that God 
would never bee reconciled to his people, though hee 
was reconciled to Manaſfſehs perſon before hee died, 


. I purpoſe not any exaQor large handling of this rex, 


nor is it poſſiDly to be done ia one Sermon : I ſhall on- 
ly cull out ſuch things as are moft intended by the holy 
Ghot, and moſt ſuirable ro the occaſion of our 
meeting. 

And firſt,let us ina few words conſider it in relation 
tothe former verſe ; and ſecondly, as it lies in it ſelfe, 
As it ſtands in relation to the former deſcription made 
of Loſiab and the high praiſes which God there beſtowes 
upon him, I chence obſerve, That when God raiſes up 
eny excellent inſtruments to appeare in bts cauſe, they are 
moſt gratiouſly accepted with him, though therr endeavours 
ſhould come to nothing; there ſhall be glory and honour,and 
immortality, and eternall life xo themſelves, though there 
be 1ndiznation, and wrath, tribulation, anguiſb, and woe, 
upon the people whomthey would willingly doe good 
uno. This you ſee plainly in this text , /o/3ab ſers up 
2 building which was inſtantly thrown down ftick and 
ſtone ; yet never man r2ceived better wages and greater 
reward than he did. God hath raiſed up many worthy 
taſtruments to doe him ſervice,who have had admirable 
ſucceſſe in their way. Aoſes brought Gods people our 
of the bondage of Egypt, carried themthrough a defo- 
late, waſtfull, howling Wildernefſs, and that miracu- 
lonſly for forty yeeres together, Toſbus gave them rhe 

poſleſſion 
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pofſeſfion of the promiſed land, and left themin itin 
peace. David ſubdued all their enimies about them, un- 


Hl they were all put «zder the ſoles of their feet, leauing King.s.3-4 


them neither adverſary nor evill occurrent, Solomox built 
Gods Temple, and eſtabliſhed the Church inthe pu- 
rity of Gods Worſhip and Ordinances, and the Com- 
mon-wealth with admirable peace and proſperity; yer , 
not any of theſe more magnified by the' Lo:d than 
Toſiah, whoſe work came tonothing. This is my firſt 
obſervati5n; and it hath theſe two braxches ; firit it im- 
plies, that the exdevours of rare Infruments may come to | 
wothing ,.that men may bee ſtirred up with admirable | 
ſpirits to a'tempr great things for God, and yet their 
work miſcarry. 

Secondly, that though their work come to nothing, yet 
themſelves ſhall be highly maggified with the Lord, 


I could eaſily give abundant teſtimonies and in- ' 


ſtances of ſuch whom Gol hath raiſed-up with extr1- 


J 


) 
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ranches. 
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ordinary ſpirits ; men that wee might think had been fic « ra-c n- 
to carrythe world before them,who have effeRed little front 
or nothing : Elcas for one, a man{ as it were) made of ,, 


fire, who at one time, called a Parliament of the Keng, ig. 


and all the Heads of Iſrael together, convinced them of 
thelr balting between God and Baal,and wrouzht ſo at 
chepreſent, that all the people cryed out the Lord 7s 
God, and ſeemedto have their hearts brought back again 
10 the Lord their God ; and likewiſe that eight hundred 
1dolatrous Prieſts and falſe Pcophets were pur to. the 
ford ; yet the very next day, he was faine tOrun away 
ro ſave his life, undertaking a journey of forty dayes to 
kcep himſelfe from the fury of [ezahel, Tereny was 2 
anaiter rare man,o012 Of the maſt zealous Inft-unen:s 
B 3 that 
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tt.at ever Godemployed,inſomuch that he ſaid of him- 
lcre15-19. ſejfe.that he was a man of contention 10 all the earth , and 
Gods word was in him like fire in his bynes, which he could 
not keep in, yet this man in his almoſt forty yeares 
preaching,could neither prevail with K:zg,nor Princes, 
Prophets, Prieſts, nor People ; all grew worſe and worſe, 
and himſelfe in the end was carried away, by a rebel{i- 
ous company, into that accurſed land of «£gyp!, and 
there died. 
And it hath been often obſerved, that the Lord bath 
>eer0%s ſeene it fit ſor reaſons beſt knowne to himſelfe, to ler 
vale ;3, abundance of the worthies whom be hath employed 
347 As even (© farre as men could judge,) to periſh in the 
horny work he hath ſetthem abour. 
Sy But ſecondly, whatever their ſucceſſe hath beene 
Branch, amongſt men, they have been never awhir leſſe regarded, 
rerthem- Or rewarded by the Lord ; for this the Scripture js 
highly plaine, Eſay 49. 5. Therethe Propher in Chrifis name, 
magn'fi-d and in his 0wne name, and in the name of all Gods 77- 
warded by Jt ments, concludes, That though they ſpend their ſtrength 
God. for nought, and inwaine, yet ſurely therr work ts with the 
Lord, and though the people be not gatheree, yet they ſhall 
be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, aud their God mill Le 
therr ſtrength, And Paul ſaith, 2 Cor, 2.15, We are a 
ſweet ſavour to God inthem that periſh, as well as tn them 
that are ſaved. 

And there is plainereaſon for it, becauſe ſinrere en- 
deauours to doe God ſervice is our whole work , but the 
ſucceſſe of theſe endeavours 1s Goas work, Now the 
Lord hath ricd himſelfe in his Covenant, to reward 
every man accorarng to his owne work, and not according 
fo the work of another ; God never required at the hands 
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of any Miniſter to ſave foules, or at the hand of any 
£1giſtrate tO preſervea Nution,of any husbandman to 
produce acrop out-of the ground,8&c. this belongs on- 
ly to himſelfe; he only requires at their hands to be 
his ſervants, 1s obey his Will , wherein if they be fa:thfull, 
they ſhall not miſſe of their 17eward, God compares 
Kings aniPrinces, and otherof his ſervants. to nurſing 
fathers, and nurſing mothers; Now you that are perſons 
of quality, if you put forth a childe to nurſe, and can 
bave perfe& information that the nurſe loves, attends, 
ſuckles your childe, and performes all the duties be- 
longing to a nurſing mother ; this nurſe, I fay, 1s by 
you eſteemed and rewarded, whether the childe live or 
die: yea it may be the more when the childe dies, be- 
cauſe you ſee ber afflied in loſing your childe which 
ſhe would gladly have enjoyed. 

I doe but name this, you are wiſe to apply it to your 
ſelves, you (Right honourable and beloved) are em- 
ployed in great ſervices, God hath raiſed you up to 
attempt glorious things for his #ame, for the purging 
of his houſe, and the eſtabliſhing of this grear people 
inthe peace of the Goſpel: how farre God will ule any 
of you, I cannot tell , and how fatre this unworthy 
Nation will acknowledge your in-defatiga'le paiges, [ 
cannot tell, as yet you have the prayers and bleſſhiags 
of all ſorts of people, high and low, rich and poore, 
that wiſh well to Sion. Bur however goe on, yee VVor- 
thies of the Lord, with ſincere hearts to doe what Gnd 
requires at your hands; and whether this Nation be 
gathered or nor, you ſhall be glorious 72 the e5es of 
God, and the Lord will be your ftrength, Toſiah you ſee 
had the greateſt commendation of all others, notwith- 
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I ſhallonly take up three doarinall obſervations(which 
you will ſee to lieclearly in the words ) and handle 
them as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to enable me, and the 
time perwit ; whereof the firſt is: 

That Gods wrath 1s a moſt fearfull aud dreadful thing 
when it is once throughly kindled. 

The ſecond and maine doarine is, That the ſins of « 
Church and people may come to that hergth, and Gods 
mrath may be kindled to that beat, that notwithſlanding 
their reformation, God will inexorably goe 0n to 4 deſols- 
cron, Nothwithftanding all that Joſiah did, the Lord 
turned not from his fierce wrath. 

The third is, this being done for Mexeſſebs provo- 
cations I obſerve, That the ſins of one generation may be 
the ground and cauſe of the deſiruttion and ruine of the 
ſucceeding generation, The abominations that Mansſſes 
cammitted and commanded in his time, were the 
cauſe why God was unappeaſably bent to the deſtruRi- 
on of the generation that lived after him. 

I begin with the firſt, That the wrath of God, when it 


"mt: 15 greatly kindled,zs extreme fierce; Or it isa moſt dread- 
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God rurned not from the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, 
wherewith his «ger was kindled. David ſaith, if his 
wrath be kindled bur 2 l:ttle, bleſſed are they that truſt 
in him, implying their miſery that be under it ; but 
when there is the fierceneſſe of his great wrath, they are 
miſerable zndced who are under that. 
| luclearing of this,I ſhall firſt briefly diſcuſle two or 
three queſtions, and then endeavour (as the Lord ſhall 
help me ) to ſet ithome to you in an application. 
what the wrath of God is ? what is the wrath of God, 
of which the Scripture ſpeaks ſoofcen, and ſuch dread- 
full things? 

In men we uſe to ſay, that anger or wrath is pertur- 
batio concitati animi, the perturbation of a troubled 
ſpirit; but in God it is tranquils conſtitutio juſts ſup- 
plicre, a calme and quiet appointment of juſt puniſh- 
ment. Plaiuly, wrath or anger in God is never attri- 
buted to him, in regard of any troubleſome paſ5:0u, or 
affe4:on ; but only in reſpe&of the effe#. I ſay, that 
wrath Or anger is attributed to God, not ſecundum per- 
turbationts 7} Toth but ſecundum ultionts effetum. In a 
word then, Gods wrath is nothing but his revenging 
juſtice , which juſtice of God, as it ſomply burnes againſt 
ſigne,the Scripture calls his «zger : when it doth more 
fiercely excandeſcere, or ſparkle our, it is called his wrath: 
the ſame juſt:ce, when ir pronounceth ſentence, is called 
his judgement ; when it 1s brought into executzop, it is 
called his vengeance: ſo that wrath, axger, judgement, 
and Tengeancein God are all oxe: Gods wrath is his 
revenging juſtice, and when, I ſay, his wrath ( when 
greatly kindled) is exceeding fierce, I meane it 
15 a dreadfwll, horrid, and fearefull thing to pl 
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under the dint of Gods revenging juſtice. 

How may the fierceneſſe of Gods w:ath appeare ? 

I anſiver briefly, it is impoſhble for any tongue to 
ſet ir forth. 4ſoſes tells us, 10 man knowes the power of 
Goas wrath; God is not eaſily provoked, hee is ſlow 
to wrath : his wrath is as a great Bell long raiſing, but 
when it is orce up, makes ſuch a drcadfull ſound, as no 
tongue can expreſſe. Many a poore ſoule feeles a 

reat deale of ir, whole Nations bave Jaine urder it, 

ut never was any creatureable to ſay what tte power 
of Gods fierce wrath is. But if youwill give your re- 
verent attention one quarter of an houre, I ſhall ( God 
willing ) out of the holy Scriptures open ſomething, 
which may in ſome degree make you conceive, how 
fearfull the wrath of God 1s, when it is once k:ndled. 
And doe not think that I ſhall ſpeak of what concerns 
ſtrangers, and not your ſelves ; for I greatly feare, that 
before we part it will be too evidenr, that this fierce 
wrath is kindled againſt ſome of our owne ſoules who 
are here preſent. Indeed your calling and meeting 
this day for humiliation, faſting, and prayer ſeemes to 
tell all the world, that you beleeve that Gods wrath is 
kindled ; and therefore being kindled, it is fit you 
ſhould know what kinde of flame it is. 

Firſt, Conſider by what dreadfull compariſons the 
boly Ghoſt uſeth to ſet out the frerceneſſe of Gods 
wrath, Asthe roaring of « Lyon: the Lyon hath roared, 
who will nottremble? the Lord hath uttered his voice, 
who willnot fear? To a terrible earth-queke that makes 
the ſoundation of the hills to quake and tremble. But 
moſt uſually it is ſet out by devewring fire, the moſt 
terrible of all the creatures which Gods hand _ 
made: 
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made :and mark what kind of fire 1t 1s: 


the wicked fire and brimfFone and horrible tempe#? © rain- _ ©45Y 
ing downe of ſnares, and fire, and brimſtone, is a horre= 


ble tempeft indeed. If any mortall manhad ſtood with 
Avraham, and ſcene the Lord raining downe flakes of 


fire and brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomorrha, hee would G...,... 


have thought it an horrible tempeſt. Yea it is com- 


pared to a late orriver of fire, Eſ1.30. «lt, The breath - 


of the Lord (ſpeaking of Tophet) like a rever of fre 
and brimFfone kindles it, Imagine the anger of the Lord 
thus ſet out, as if from Gods zoFrtils, and out of hic 
mouth ſhould come huge lakes or floods of fire and brim- 
ſtore, ſtreaming out upon the people with whom hee 
is angry: Whar dreadfull things are theſe > Yet fuc- 
ther, Gods wrath is ſet out to bee ſuch a fire as is alto- 
gEcther rrreſ:Feble, ſo that the poore creatures on whom 
it ia:!s, cannot poſſibly ſtand before ic : and therefore 
uſuaiiy when God isfaid to arite in wrath and fury, the 
people,i!i.:: vee the veſſels of this wrathare ſaid ro bee 
wax, and ſiraw, andutble, dry leaves, and rotter hedges; 
and what are theſe to ſtand before huge ſtormes and 
floods, lakes of fire and brimſtone ? 

Andas ic is rreſss?1/le, ſo it is zntolerable; which is 


uſually ſet out by weeping and wailing , and gnaſbing of 


teeth, 

And laſtly, Such a fire, when once throughly kind- 
led. can never be quenched, There bee two aq 
(among many others) in the Scripture, which bee very 
dread{ull, torhis purpoſe : The one is Dexter. 32. 26. 


VVhere the Lord ſaith, that a fire © kindled 5n his anger ; 
and mark what a fire it is, it ſhall bwrze to the lowe ft ol, 
_D—_ 


Sometimes it is A 
compared to a ſbower of fire; God raines downe upon 6.9: wrath 


Ham att. 
—_— 


[2 A Sermon P reached al the late F aſt 


1c firce- and ſhall conſume the earth with her encreaſe , and ſet on 
44  , fire the foundations of the mountaines, Such a fire as when 
—— once kindled burnes up mountaines, carth, and world, 
and a}l, and never reſts till itabide in hell, where there 

is no bottome, and there ir burnes for ever. The other 

is in Nahum 1, Where Gods fury and fierce anger is 
compared to fire which throwes downe rocks, licks up the 

ſea, burnes up the forrefts , melts and burnes the earth and 

world, and all that dwells therern, Certainly, that muſt 

needs bee a dreadfull and horrid thing which the ſpirir 

of Cod thus deſcribes. 

2 Secondly,Confider ſome of the efefsof Gods wrath, 

Ry thee and then you will conceive in ſome meaſure what ir is. 
The throwing of many millions of Angels out of hca- 
ven irtothe loweſt hell, was nothing bur the cffe& of 
Gods wrath. The opening the flood-gate of all ſin and 
miſery upon all mankind, was nothing but an cfe& of 
Gods wrath, The deluge that over-whelmed all the 
world, all the plagues of Egypt, burning of Sodom, the 
earths opening and ſwallowing up Korah and his com- 
pany, all the famine, peſtilence , blood, that ever the 
world lay under, are but ſo many effes of Gods wrath. 
Nay the dreadfull appearance at the laſt day, whenthe 
Potentates and Princes of the world will bee humble 
Suiters to the hills and mountaines to fall on them, witl 
bee noting but an effe& of the Lords comming in 
wrath, to render vengeance to hisenimies. Yea tobee 
throwre to all eternity into the pit of hell, into utter 
darkneſle , into the fire that never is quencbed, and a- 
mong wormes that ſhall never ceaſe gnawing, all theſe 
are nothing but to beunder the wrath of God, But above 
all theſe, and if ren thouſand more could bee named, 


that 
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that ore effec of itzin the Lords powring ont the viall Tie force 


of his revenging juſtice upon the body and ſoule of our + 


bleſſed Lord and Saviour leſus Chre Ft, is moſt ableto in- ———- 
forme us, how great and fiercethe wrath of God is : that 
when hee had but oze Sox who was his fellow (as the Pro. 
phet faith, Awake ſword and ſmite the man that t« my fel. 
/ow; ) yet this revenging juſtice being powred out upon 
him, made him (who in his perſon was noother then 
God himſelfe, yet in his humane nature) when this cup 
was put into his hand, yea the very firft taſte of it made 
him ſweat drops of blood trick ling down to the ground, 1na Lut.12.44 
cold winters night ; and when hee had drunk ir off, it 

made himcryour in the anguiſh of his ſoule, My God, 

my Gea;-mby bait thou forſaken mee? Theſe effets may 

helpe us toconceive what 2 dreadfull thing it is to wre- 

file with the wrath of God. 

Butthirdly , Were I able to open the thing ir ſelle, |, 
and let you ſee it in the cauſps, you would inſtantly con- Fro. tic 
cluce. that it is beyond all apprehenſion, Conceive it ©? ** 
thus, The revengirg juſtice of God is Gods oppoſing him- 
ſelfe avarnst the creature , When God takes his crea- 
ture into his hand, and by his almighty power upholds 
the being of it, that it may feele what the Lord Jeho- 
v2hcan doe upon it, and againſt ir. This no living crea- 
rure can conceive. When God hath only þ:d him- 
{clſe from his deare#t friends , this very hiding of him- 
ſelfe hath been ſo dreadfull,that it hath made them goe 
roaring all the day long . dryed up their motSiure , made 
their liyes uncomfortable and a burden to themſelves, 
turnd all other comforts into gall and wormewood. 
Now ifonly an Eclipſe of his loving countenance bee 
thus zatolerable, what is it for God to fall upona crea- 
—_— 7 _ ture 
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6 ie tureas his enimy ? Yhen a poore worme muſt not on- 
Gods xrath Iy ſtand under the weight ofa huge rock falling upon it, 
= but of analmighty God. You that have large thoughts 
may now eaſily conceive what a fearefull thing the 
wrath of God is. 
Wy: 4 The third Queſtion is; Agarnst whom is this wrath 
the ob- Of Godthus kindled > 
its o: I Anſwer; Firſt, Gods wrath may be kindled mrlaly 
eat and gently againſt his owne deare children, when they 
4:ſv. walke not faithfully in his Covenant, when they lay 
aſide their filiall obedience , when they give occaſion 
0c":42"- to his enimies to blaſpheme his Name: though hee 
:7. Will not ſuffer all his indignation to ariſe , yet his fa- 
Pla,*,.;:- therly diſpleaſure may bee kindled againſt them, And 
even this fatherly wrath, this gentle wrath, ( if it bee 
not a contradiction to call it ſo) theſe ſmall drops of 
his diſpleaſure, are more unſupportable to them than 
all the miſeries of the world : Yea, they could more 
willingly ſubmit to the corments 1n hell (provide 
that Gods countenarccedid but ſhine upon them) than 
to undergoe that which this wrath of God ſometimes 
giſtills upon them : And yet all this while wee may tru- 
ly ſay of them, they are children «7aer wrath , but not 
the children of wrath ; not the people of his wrath, not 
the veſſels of his wrath. 

But if you will know, Secondly, What are the peo- 
ple againſt whom God hath indignation for ever, the 
Ccripture tells it you in this expreſſion ordinarily, they 
are the children of Belial, ſo they arc uſually called in 
the Old Teſtament ; that is, ſuch as will nor beare 
Gods yoke ; maſter-lefle children, yoke-leſle children : 
And inthe New Teftament, they are called ch:/aren of 

—_ diſobedience; 


— ——— 
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Now whotheſe children of Bel:al,and of diſobedience ——— 
are, I muſt a little explaine to you, and then the Ap. 
plication will bee eaſe. 1 ſay therefore that theſe ch1l- 
dren that will not carry the yoke, are, Firſt, all unbelee= 
vers, I doe not meane Negative unbeleeters, that is, 
thoſe that doe not beleeve in Chriſt, beca#ſe they never 
heard of him, but Poſitive anbeleeters, who have had 
the glorious light of the Goſpel ſhining to them, to 
waom the Lord Teſw« hath been freely offered,as a Savi- 
Our to deliver them from wrath to come ; and yet they 
refuſe to comein, and to accept ofhim, as bee cffers 
b1mſclfe in his Geſpel , becauſe they doe not like to take 
himupen fuch hard termes: you may be ſure the wrath 
of Godreſts upon theſe men. Turne but to /cbz :, alt, 
Hee that beleeves in Chritt ſhall le ſaved, hce that be- 
teeves not is a damned man: and how ? the wrath of God 
abides on him, Mark that expreſſion, abides on him : The 
wrath of God takes up,as it were, his hab:ration in an 
unbeleever. So that what Gods grace ſometimes ſaid 
of Solomons Temple, Here will I dwell for 1 have 8 delight 
7n it: Sothe wrath of God ſecmes to ſay ofan unbe- 
leever, Here [will dwell, here 1 will abide for ever. 
Secondly, The children of diſobedience and fonnes 
of Belial, areſuch, whoſe lives and converſations are 
contrary to the rules of the Goſpelz who as they will 
nottake Chri# tobe their portion by faith, ſo they will 
n2t take Chriſts zord inthe Goſpeltobe their garde , 
but they will live indeed without all yoke, doing what 
iS good intheir owne eyes; theſe are the ſonnes of Be- 
Ital, You may ſee a notable deſcription of them in the 


rrophelic of Zacbarte, ch.7.v.$. where the wilfull dif- 
ee: Z obedience, 
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envie the 
frioſperity 


it, 


ot {uch as 
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mandements.Y ea, they maketheir hearts asan Adamart 
Stone; there is in thema ſtiffe and wilfull reſolution to 
{in,whereby their hearts are as intraQable to any good- 
nefle, as the hardeſt ſort of ſtones, Flints, or Diamonds 
are tobe wrought by the toole into any faſhion we de- 
fire : when you bave ſaidall you canagainſttheirwan- 
ronneſſe,uncleanneſle,prophanneſs, pride,covetouſneſs, 
&c. you prevaile nomore than when an hammer ſtrikes 
upon an anvile : Their hearts can eafilyreje all - yee 
cannot beat a ſplinter off from them : then immediate- 
ly it followes in the next verſe. Therefore there came a 
great wrath from the Lord of Hoſftes, Theſe are the ſons 
of Belial, theſe are the veſſels of Gods wrath, 

Now toapply thisto our ſelves, it might firſtteach 
all who are reconciled to God by Chriſt, what infinite 
cauſe they have every day. of their life, to bleſſe that 
grace of God, which hath not appozated them unto 
wrath, but by the blood of his own ſonne , bath deli- 


| nw from yered them from w1ath tocome, and provided for them 


everlaſting glory and happineſſe. 

Secondly , it may likewiſe teach all that feare God 
never to envie the proſperous eſtate of any child of 
Belisl , though waters of a full cup bee wrung out of 
them, though they ſwim in wealth and honour, and | 
pomp in this world , and have all their hearts can _— 

re, 
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ſeame of your ſins, kindly and throughly to humbly you 


ſtrong reſg{ution to leave the waies of (in in time to come. 
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fire, and in the meane time account it their glory that 76. ferce- 
they carry notthe Lords yoak,never envie ebeir lot; If ;, 7. 
any here knew of half a ſcore good fellowes ſet ata ban- - 
quet of wine, furniſhed with all the helps of mirth and 
jollity , if hee knew withall, that the ſhottobe payd 
for it, muſt be every mans beart blood, he would be loath 
tobe one of the pack with them, 1 confeſle it is hard 
not tO be troubled at the proſperity of wicked men : 
even Bavidand Teremy found ita hard thing not to envie 
their proſperity. Bur ſtay till the ſhot be payd, enquire 
how able they will be to undergoe the wrath of God, 
enter into the Sarfuery, underfiend their end, and thy 
envie will bee at an end, but theſe I intended not to 
infiſtupon. 

There is one only proper uſe for the preſent occaſi- ; 
on and that is this; you are met this day together to 7* hclp 
Faft and Pray and mourne before the Lord; and (as I gs bo 
touched before) hereby you onqunay, * that the wrath ace, 
of God is kindled, and:that your ſelves are called to 
take a courſe to;jturn away Gods wrath: and I verily 
believe this is the very end you aymed ar, in calling 
us the unworthy Miniſters of Chriſt to your help this 
day , that wee might bee aſſiſtant to you in whatever 
might turn away the wrathot God from you. Now two 
things were at large preſſed upon you in the morning, 
as well befitting the work of this day. The one was to 
rent, and break,and teare every One of your hearts in the 


ee mm. | 
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inthe ſight of God. The other was to provoke you to a 


In which twothings,bum:l:::0n and keformation,ſtands 
the very life of unfained repentance, and the ſpirituall 


part of a Religious Faſt; without which all our ab- 
D ſtinence 
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ſinence and ſackcloth, and bodily exerciſes in watch- 


Og, hearing, &c. are mecre abominations inthe ſight 
O 


God. 1 rejoyce that you had theſe things ſet fo 
home inthe morning, ſome of my work being thereby 
ſpared. Bur the bringing this leflon home, if God ſer 
it on to your hearts, may help to faſten the counſel! 

iven you in the morning, 45 4 »ajle 17 4 ſure place. 
I ſhall endeavour to furrher your humiliation and re- 
formation from the meditation of the fearfulnefle and 
dreadfulneſle of the wrath of God. 

| muſt therefore entreat you all, (Honourable and 
beloved) ſince you have vouchſafed to call for the la- 
bour of a poor manto help you, let mee be as free with 
youas if you were ſo many meane people : my duty this 
day is to doe that which Jeremy did: Godcallshim in 
a mourning ttme,and ſaith, goe to the Krng and Queen, 
and ſay comeyee down, (it in the duſt, humble your ſelves : 
So I fayto you, comedown , forget that any of you 
are Earles or Lords, Knights, or Gentlemen, lay for a 
while theſe thoughts aſide ; and give mee leave to ask 
you two or three Queſtions,and be ſo faithfull ro your 
own ſoules as to think how you can anſwer them be- 
fore the Lord.. Are yee not childrenof Belzal? (that is 
the very thing which you muſt anſwer in your own 
boſome) that ir, are there not amongſt you ſuch as 
refuſe to carry the yoak of Chrift * who will not take 
Chriſt to be your Saviour as he offers himſelfe to you 
in his Goſpel ? you will have him upon other termes 
than to make him your K:ne, Prophet, and Prieſt, you 
would have him to deliver you from hell, but hee (hall 
not bee your Lord, fo, as for you to religne up your 
ſelves to him, as adutifull wife reſfignes up ber ſelfe to 
her husband. And for your converſations , you will doe 


what 


> 
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what is good in your own ſights if you have a minde 
to ſweare you will ſweare ,, you will lie , bee uncleane, 
diſſcmble, theſe things pleaſe you well and you will doe 
them.Now hear what I ay,whatthy outward quality or 
condition is I know nottbut this I know,perſons of your 
quality do notuſe much tobe ſcared ; men are affraid to 
ſpeak any thing that may make you tremble : but you 
muſt be ſcared,orwe ſhall doc no good toyou. Y ou are 
now called to have your hearts rent, I bave thatto fay, 
might fent the very cawle of you heart, even this, oh 
rhou miſcrable and wretched worme ! great #5 the wrath 
of God that is kindled againft thee, This terrible Lyox 
roares againſithee, a dreadful fire is kindled, a horrible 
tempeſt is ready to fall upon thy head , ſhowers and 
floods of fire and brimſtone are even readyto be powred 
out upon theee how art thou able to [rue with everlaſting 
burnings ? how wilt thou dwell with devoureng f ref Thou 
that art cruſhed before a moth, how can thy heart endure, 
or thy hands be ftrong in the day that God ſhall deale with 
thee? Thou that darftnot think of lying oxe ds upon 
a wrack, that canſt not endure for two or three dayes to 
be wrexg with the colzck , that art not able to beare the 
thoughts of lying under the tearing of a 2uartane 
Agne from Mechaelmas to Eafter, how wilt thou bee 
able to ſtand under the fall of ſuch a huge rock as the 
wrath ofthe Almighty God > which every moment is 
ready to break dawne upon thee, How wilt thou doe 
when theſe rivers of fire and brimſtone ſhall be powred 
out upon thee ?. and thou no more able to ſtand be- 
fore them, than a few dry leaves are able to reſiſt the 
hugh breaking in of many waters > Oh beloved, would 
you with due care apply theſe things to your own 


hearts, and preſent them to your ſouls as things preſent, 
D 2 how 
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The firce- how would they bring down the molt ſtubborn ſpirit! 
{6,9 how would thcy help to break the hardeſt of your hearts 
—— before the Lord! 
110 is DUC There are two things which keep moſt people. 
may bce from being affeRed with them. The firſt is, Theſe things 
dong.0 are looked upon as things 4 farre off : Now it is a rule in 
Opt:icks, That things farreoffithough they be mar velou 
great,yet ſeeme very little: a $tarre that is bigger than all 
the earth, ſeemes no bigger than a candle being many 
miles diſtant fromus. So while men look at the wrath 
Fxck.1z» Of God, as they did at the Prophets Viſton, the Yrſion 
37s that he ſees ts for many dayes to come , and be propheſies of 
the times that are farre off : And put the evill day trom 
them : All theſe threatnings are but light matters. Se- 
condly,it fares with moſt men in this point,as with ſome 
men that have ſhrewiſh wives, though.their buſineſſe 
lie within doores, yet they bave no heartto be there 
for feare of chiding : Sothough it be the moſt neceſſz- 
ry work tothink of theſe things , yet becauſe their 
 unquiet conſciences'upon the leaſt ſerious meditation, 
are readyto = andteare them, and makethem ſleep 
uncomfortably, they labour to drive off the thought of 
this thing as farre as they can, and will not think of 
Gods wrath due to ſinne,from yeeres end to yeeresend. 
Whereas if men would bring it in 7empreſentem, and 
keep their eyes open to behold it,as a thing which «n4- 
zozdably will comeupon them, how admirably would it 
work upon mens hearts? 

To this end, let me tell you a ſtory which 1 have of- 
ten read tO this purpoſe. It is reported of a certaine 
Chriſtian Xing of Hungary, who being on a time mar- 
velious ſad and beavie, his brother that was a reſolute 

' Courtier would needs know what heailed; Oh bras, 

(faith 
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I knoiw not how I ſhall appeare before him , when he = 


comes to judgment: Theſe are (ſaid his brother) melan- 
choly thoughts, and makes a toy of them, as Gallants 
uſe ro doe: The Kg replyes nothing forthe preſent ; 
but the cuſfome of that Countrey was, that if the Exe- 
cutioner of juſtice came and ſounded a Trumpet before 


any mans doore, the man was preſently to be led to ex-_ 


ecution: the King inthe dead time of the night ſends 
his Deaths-man,and cauſes him to found his Trumpet 
before his brothers doore, who hearing and ſceing the 
meſſenger of death, ſprings in pale and trembling into 
his brothers preſence,and beſeeches the King to let him 
know wherein he had offended. Oh Brother replies 
the King, thou haſt loved me , and never oftended mee, 


and is the ſight of my Executioner fo dreadfvulito thee; 


and ſhall nor I, fo great a ſinner fearc to be brought to 
judgement before Jeſus Chriſt? 1f we would thus ſup- 
poſe with Hreromthat we heard this Trumpet ſounding, 
ariſe yee dead &come to judgment,itwould work tothe 
purpoſe. Oh ſet your ſelves therefore in Gods pre- 
ſence, and behold the Lord ſhaking his lap , (as Nebe- 


miab when hee ſhook his lap and ſaid, fo God ſhake xq,;,:;; 


Out every man from his houſe :) Thus will 1 ſhake in- 
to eternall deſtruRion all the children of Bel:al , and 
then evidence be brought in againſt thee, ( how great 
loever thou art amongſt men) that thou haſt a huge 
pile offin heaped up againſt God, and ſtillhaſtgoneon 
to adde drunkennefle to thirſt, oppoſing God , his 
wayes, and his cauſe, refuſing grace offered freely,not 
willing tobee at peace with God, while thou haſt any 
meanes ro fight againſt him : when all theſe rhings 
ſha!l be laid open before thee; and (as thy juſt _ ) 
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6&7 , tome ofhell, where thou ſhalc wiſh that thou hadſt 
——— been a toad, or (as one in deſperation ſometimes 
wiſhed) that thou might live there a thouſand yeers, 
ſo thou mightſt have any hope in the end, that the 
wrath of God might ceaſe towards thee. Would nor 
theſe things then work upon thee > Couldfſt thou then 
paſſe ſuch a day as this , without trembling > Couldſt 
thou be before the Lord , and not bave thy heart rent 
and torn ? Be perſwaded therefore once more to bring 
it home to thy own ſoule, and ſay, as he ſad of his 
green fig, this grew in Carthage yeſterday : Thiswrath, 
this ſea of miſery may break in upon methe next mo- 
Koro Went: I am yet joviall and merry, tur Gods venge- 
{celeftum ance with woollen feet follows me cloſe at the back, 
deſe ws and will overtake me; if I cannot mourn at the hea- 
11,7? ring of wrath, I muſt burn at the feeling of it. The 
Horace. . ow Lord melt our hearts with the feare of theſe 
things, leſt we be ſwallowed up in them. 

2 And then for the ſecond part , for your Reformation, 
For Re- would the Lord makethis day, 2 day of Reformation to 
5omai'"* this honourable Aſſembly , what glorious things would 
Medicati- be done by you! Now what more efieQuall motive, what 
on 7, Furies whip, would more reſtraine from the praQtiſc 
iz may Of fin, ormoredrive to (eek a ſhelter under the wing of 
pomo © Chriſt, andtoget into the ſafe condition of the ſervants 
Era. zz, Of God, than the beholding of this devonring fire , 
T5 theſe everlaſting burnings, which ſinfull men will never 


be able to abide * I know ſuch is the depravation of 


mans nature, that if there were any poſhbility of 
avoiding Gods wrath without leaving their finnes , 
many men would reſolve with that wicked Cardixall 
notto leave their part in Paris,far their part ak * 
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hich Luther ſpeaks of ) 


who profeſſed, that if this life of going from whore- 
houſe to whore-houſe might laſt ever, hee would nor 
envie any mans going to heaven. But this will nor laſt, 
There 1s great wrath prepared for th: workers of imt- 
gut:y, And therefore my humble requeſt is, that if any 
of you finde your hearts unwilling to ſubmit to that 
godly counſell,given you in the morning, of turning to 
God,doe but think white your ſinnes,wbich you prizeſo 
much, will coft you. They ſay the Pope hath a book 
called Taxa camere Apoſiolice, wherein men may know 
the rate of any ſinne ; upon what termes a man may 
keep a whore,be a Sodomire, or murder his Father, &c. 
Bur here is a r7ate-book, where any of you may know 
what a beloved ſinne will coſt you; not a farthing token 
leſſe, than to lie under the devouring fire of Gods 
wrath tOall eternity. Porters will try their burchens up- 
on their ſhoulders before they engage themſelves to 
Carry it, doe thou fo. It is reported of Maſter B:/= 
ey when he thought he ſhould be burnr, he would pur 
his finger into the candle to ſee how he could endure 
burning, doe thou ofcen ſo ; goe often alone and ſay, 
here is a finne marvellous pleaſant, ſuch a ſinne gaines 
me thus much every yeere, For there 1s wrath to come: 
And therefore as Elihu ſaid to lob, Becauſe there is 


wrath , beware left be take thee away with his ſlroak ,, « 
great ranſome cannot deliver thee, hee will xot eſteeme 


thy riches, no not gold , nor all the forces of ftireagth, 
Fourthly and laſtly , there is one uſe peculiar to you 
that be our Noble Senators, the Lords and Commons ga- 


thered in Parliament, wee know your care is for our 
200d, but this I humbly propound to you, you will 
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Thar the ſins of apeople may come to that paſſe, aud Gods 
wrath may bee kindled to that _ , that notwithſland. 
tng their reformation, God will goe on to a deſolation, 
In handling whereof 1 ſhall (the Lord helping mee ) 
diſcuſle theſe three things. Firſt, I ſhall open the 
thing in Theſ?, clear the concluſion, and ſee if Ican 
make you underſtand it. Secondly, enquire #2 bypotheſ7 
whether it Concerre #45 or not ; whether our Nation, 
Church, or State, may bee thonght to be in any 
danger of it, And thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to make 
ſome uſes which may bee fitting for ſuch an Aſſembly 
as this 1. 

For clearing the concluſion, I ſhall endeavour theſe 
three things. Firſt, I willdemonſtrate the truth of ic. 
Secondly , I will enquire whether tie ſignes of it may 
be known, and how farre they may be known : Whether 
the Lord hath left any foot-lteps or rules for us to pro- 
gnoſticate by,and fo to judge when a people is cometo 
that paſſe: And if ſo,then, Thirdly, what thoſe tokens 
are: And I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak plainly and freely of 


_ themall. 


For 
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For the truth of it, were there no other Inſtance to 


be found in any other ſtory,but this in my Text, it were © 


ſufficient to prove that ſuch a thing may bee, That 
which bath been already , may bee fo againe. 7oſtab, 
we ſec, wrought ſuch a Reformatrongthat the whole King. 
dome did, all bs dayes, follow the Lord, and notwith tand- 
ing all this, God turned not from his fierce wrath , butwent 
on to deſtroy them. The Lord threatens elſe-where that 
he would doe it, Zeph.2.1,2. Gather your ſelves together 
tefore the decree bring forth , before the day p-ſſe as the 
chaffe, before the fierce anger of the Lord comewpon you : As 
if be ſhould have ſaid, The decree is not yet come forth ; 
but if once it bring forth, it will be too /ate for you to 
ſeek for mercy. 1 herebe other examples (though not 
ſo full as this) ſufficient to prove this truth: As Nee- 
web for one : The Lord ſent the Prophet Torah to 
preach repentance or deſtruF:onto them, and you know 


tis ſaid, The K:ng laid afide his Crown, and called 


themallto repentance ; and repent they did ; and God 
ſaw their works. and for a while ſorbote that City ; and 
yet the judgement of moſt loner: is, that within 
fourty years aſrer, the City was deſtroyed, even in che 
ſame ape wherein the Reformation was made. 

+ That Inſtance ofthe Jewes is moſt remarkable,in our 
Saviour Chriſis time: Tohn Bapts# came before him,and 
turned the hearts of the parents tothe children. and thechil- 
dren to the parents , made ready a peojle prepared for the 
Lord, there went out to him 'eruſalem and all ſudea, and 
all the region about lord.in, and were bantized of him, con- 
feſting therr ſir.s, And Chriſt had ſo mary followers, 
that the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid , all the world went 
after him, that is, the body of their Nation. And the A- 

poſtles converted ſo many, that they ſaid to da 
there 
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Not... 49 there were many myriads, many millions of Jewes that 
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beleeve, who a: e all zealous z vet notwithſtanding, in that 
very age, wherein the Goſpel wrought thus cfteQually 
among them,the wrath of God came upon that Nation, 
to che utmoſt, ard ſcattered them over all theworld. 
Ir is likewiſe recorded of the Romane Empire, which 
for a matter of ſix or ſcaven hundred yeares had been a 
drea:!full enimy to the Kingdome of the Lord; firſt a- 


gainſt che Church of the Jewes, and afterwards againſt 
the Chriſtians {while it was uvconverted ;) in Co-ſtar- 


tines time the Empire turned to Chriſtianity, and inthe 
very firſt :ge of the Empires Chriſtzantity, came the deſtru- 
ior and diffolution of it. So that there is a truth in it, 
that Gods wrath may be ſo far kindled, that he will ac- 


Fhat this 
ma b.c 
known. 


cept of no attonement, but will inexorably proceed to 
deſolation, | 

The ſecond Queſtion is. Whether this may be known; 
whether we may poſſ>ly find our any direion, where- 
by to judge of Gods purpoſe of thus comming againſt 
a people. Arſw. And for that, I confeſle, a great ma- 
ny men, eſpecially ſuch as .re not willing to have any 
dangerous truth preached to them , doe think that all 
preaching and ſtudy , in ſuch points as theſe , is ofno 
more certainty. than the judgement of judiciall 4ftro. 
logy : tell them of wrath to come, or dcſolation of 
Churches , or deſtruQtion of Common -wealths ; rhey 
look on ſuchas ſhall tell them of theſe things ,2s upon a 
company of egnorant people , who will br of their 4u- 
thors faith; or eſtcem themas proud men, who would be 
thought to have more acquatntarce with Gods ſecrets, 
than their neighbours, and therefore they muſt adven- 
ture upon ſuck high points; ora rhe beit,cvr:iceive them 
:0 be ſullen diſcontentedgnelanct-olick people wiio look on 
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time themmtclves wi'l never bee perſwaded, that any Can 4-/:uion- 
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give them 1ules of direRions to judge in this kind: 
Bur you are wile : and if you pleaſe torake rwo or three 
places of Scripture into your ſerious thoughts,you will 
cor.clude quickly , that this.is a poi» may be known: 
The one is Jerem.8.7.vhere the Lord blames the ſtu- 
pidity of the people, chat whereas the Stork in the hea- 
vens knowes ber appornted times ; affd the Turtle, and the 


Craneand the Swallow obſerve the times of their comming ; 
but his people would not know the judgements of the Lord : 
arguing them to be more filly and fimple than the ve 
ry birds and fowles, who could obſerve what feafons 
were fit or unfic fortheir ſtaying or removing in ſuch or 
ſucha Countrey ; and Cods people remained ignorant 
of the ſeaſons of Gnds approaching judgements. Ano- 
ther place you ſhall find Hoſ.7.9. where the Lord ſaich 
of Ephrazm, that is, the ten Tribes, gray harres are ſcatte- 
red here and there upon him . yet hee knowes it not- | he 
mean:ng,;lainly,is this ; That as gray hairsare remem- 
brances,and plain tokens of declining old age comming 
upon men; ſo there were ſymptc-mes and tokens of E- 
pbrarms ruine comming upon him , and yet hee would 
take nonotice of it.Our bleſſed Saviour alfoin Met.rs. 
U.1,2, 3-tells his heaters, thar they could make Alma- 
nacks for weather, and diſcerne-the face of the $1e, una jet 
could not diſcerne the (ignes of the :rmes, ( implying thar 
Prognoſtications might alſo bee made , it men would 
ſtudy the right way ) whereby they might know what 
God intends to doe with a people. $9 then, there 1s 
one ſtep gained, that ſomething may be knM-yn of Gods 
appr9o:ching judgements. 
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Notwith= Butthat I may not deliver any thing but what you 


Hons ſhal) have a full ſuffrage for, I adde in the next place, 
in and confſcſle, ' that becauſe all ſeaſons are in Gods 


anal. hands, and all people under his abſolute prerogative; 
'aritmay fg that, if hee pleaſeth, hee may deſtroy a Nation for 
beki0n"+ oxe ſinnez and againe, if hee pleaſeth, hee can exer- 
Ciſe ſo much mercy, that no ſinres of a people can ſet 
any bounds or limits thereunto ; nothing bur his owne 
holy will ſertirg limits to his patience, long-ſuffe- 
ring and mercy; andbecauſe allo Goddoth alwayes 
beare ſuch a tender regard to his owe children, that 
where-excr they live, hee doth often for their ſakes 
(asSit were) 7ewerſe his ſentence of deſolation, In re- 
T'2.106 23 gard of theſe thirgs and ſome others which might bee 
Tuggened » Ithinke I may ſay, no mortall mancan 
. poſſibly determine when the prec!ſe time of this or 
that Nations utter ruine is certatnly come. Vhat 
Chriſt ſaid of the day of Judgement, may fitly bee 
applyed here, the very day and boure of the laſt Judge- 
ment zo man knowes, but only the Father, and the 
Sonne, to whom it is rcyeak from the Father, and 
that alſo ſince his Reſurrection ; but yet there bee 
\ar.z4.3s ſignes whereby wee may know the approaching of that 
_ day : So wee may ſay of this, though wee cannor 
know the very time of a Nations delolation, yer 
wee may know when the ruine of it comes neere at 
hand. And what learned men fay of them, who have 
ſtudied for the Ph:loſophers ſtone, though they could ; 
never finde out the El:xar, yet in their ſearch after 
zt they have found out many excellent things, ad- 
mirably uſefull for mankinde : ſo in this ſearch if 
wee cannot determine that ſuch a Nation will in- 
fallibly 
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fallibly bee ruined , yet wee may certainly finde 997920 
fuch things as thereby to learne what to feare, what [169+ 
to expeft, what to pray againft, what to #rive after, ——— 
&c. And ſo conſequently the handling of this 
qreſtion may bee exceedingly uſefull to ſuch an 
Aſſembly, as I amnow called to fpeak to in the name 

of God. 

This then is a ſecond ſtep that wee may know ſuch 
_ things as may make us fearedeſolation,and conſequent- 
ly labour to prevent it, or prepare for it. 

Thirdly, the maine queſtion is to enquire what are *"d hb 
the Tokens, the gray harres, the flouriſhing of the Al- «Prue, Ddy 
non tree, whereby wee may guefle at mans going to 
his long home. 

I anſwer, Politicians, and ſome Divines will tell you 
of the fatall period of Kingdoms, that they have their 
youth, their {trengrth, and after a time theirdeclination ; 
and ſhew by abundance of experience, that States ſel- 
dome continue above five or {1x hungred years without 
ſome farall change : But we muſt goe by a ſurer rule 
than this, Ir is not length of time, which makes God 
weary Of ſhewing mercy ; but, what Selamon ſaith of Prov. 38: 
Kings, for the tranſgreſs10;s of a land many are the 
Princes thereof : ſo tor the tranſgreſsions of a land, 
and the tranigreſkons ozly, many are the ruines thereof. 

Now therc is one rule which God hath alwayes pro- 
_ ceededby inthedifſolutionof Churches and Kingdoms 
cver fince the beginning of the world, and tbat 1s this. 
T hat wtenſocver the 7 of any Church, Nation, City, x.Jndle of 
Family, or Perſon (you may take it as large or as narrow fate <vi- 
2$ you will ) are come toa full meaſure, then God in- <2" 


fallibly brings ruine upon them, This istke rule which 
E 3 I ſhall 
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I ſhall make plaine to you: God hath (er ſeverall veſ- 
ſels to Jimir the ſis of all Nat tons, beyond which 
thev ſhall nor goe; as once God ſaid ro the waves 
of the Sea, bitherto thou ſhalt goe, but here thy proud 
wates ſrall be ſtated ; ſo God hath ſaid of the finnes 
of Nations, Familics, Purſons : thus farre 1 will for- 
beare thee, bur farther thy wickedneſle ſhall nor ex- 
ccedzthen comes thy end. Take fourc or five cleare 
evidences for it in the Scripture. Firſtthar ſpeech of 


but not ver, becauſe the iniquity of the Amorites 1s net yer 


full : though they were 4morites,God would beare with 


them, till their iniquities were come to the full, and 
then he would ſpare them no longer. Another is Za- 
chary 5. verſe 6. The Prophet in a viiion ſaw an Ephab, 
athing like a buſhell, and moreover the Lord ro!d him, 
thrs rs the reſemblance of the Ephab, throughout all the 
earth: as if God ſhould have ſaid, this is not orily pro- | 
per tothis people, bur this rule I go by throughout the 
whole world : and what was that? the Ephah is br. ught 
our,and intothe Ephah is caſt a Woman, this womaa ſate 
and filled the Epbah : thenone brings a talent of lead 
for a c5ver to ir, and that ſtops the mouth of it, and 
ſhuts the woman in ; then come two women with the 
wind in their wings, and they take up the Ephah and 
carry it beiween heaven and earth, and place it in 
the land of Sh:mar or Babylon, there to build it an 
houſe, and to ſet it upon its owne baſe. Now what is 
the meanirg of all this? there isone word in the viſion, 


which is a key ro open this lock, v1z. thes is wickedneſſe, 


the meaning vacreot is. That the Lord had brought the 
ewes from the copiivity of Be*3/on, where they had 
becn 
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beea leaventy yeares : as ſooue as they came home, 
though they turned not to idolatry, yet they proved 
ſtark vavght. God ſers them their Ephah, purs their 
iniquity inco a veſſel], and doth ( as ir were ) ſay, goe 
On cill yee have filled the Ephah z but as ſoone as 
that is full, I will clap a talent of lead 1n the mouth 
of ir, I will take a courſe yee ſhall finne no longer 
in this land, but will ſcatter you into Meſopotamra, 
into the land of Shizar, and there bee as wicked as 
yee will. So you ſee when the meaſure is full, then 
vengeance comes. 
Take another irſtance in the firſt of /ames verſe 15, 
When luſt hath conceived, it brings forth ſinne, and ſinae 
when tt is finiſhed, brings forth death, which is of the 
ſame interpretation with the former, and ſhewes us 
ſins progreſle in the riſing, reigning, and ruine. Firlt a 
man hath /«ft, a wicked corrupt heart that hee briogs 
into the world ; every man comes into the world with 
a heart full ofluſt, now this luſt brings forth iniquity; 
God leaves people to goeon in wickedneſle, if they be 
not ſuch as he meanes to ſave; and when rheir ſinne is 
perfefed, ir brings forth death; w:en it comes to the 
tull forty weeks, and hath gone the full time, then 
comes deſtruction. Take yer two inſtances more 
both in the fourteenth of the Revelation, verſe 14. &c. 
in the Parables of the vintage,and of the harveſt ; whcn 
they were ripe, then ruine comes. Till then God 
uaſerh to beare with people : ſmaler judgements often 
come before ſinne is ripe, and are removed apaine ; 
but when once the meaſure is full, then God ſaith, 
as in Nahum, chap. 1. verſe 6. He will make an utter 
end, afliAion (hall nt riſe wp the ſecond r1me ; be will 
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"til. fo doe it at once, that they ſhall nut need to feare 
Sb a ſecond. | 
:02 ' Now ifbty the way youdefire to know why God de- 
—— fersſolong, and rather cuts not offwicked men ſooner. 
Why Gee 1 anſwer, it ſhould ſofhice us, that itis hisw:{ to do ic; 
Gb. Fe but further he doth it, partly that they may be for exe. 
* ciſe to his people to purge and humble them, as Aſhur 
was his rod to whip his people, before the rod was 
burnt. And partly to declare his long ſuffering, and 
patience, thereby to leave them without excuſe if 
= * 2+ they prove incorrigible. Thirdly, this is for ſalvation 
to ſome, who in the meane time are to be gathered in: 
and this I take it, the Apoſtle meanes, 2 Pet.3.9.when 
be ſaith, the Lord defers his comming to judgement, 
becauſe the Nationofthe Jews is firſtto be gathered in. 
So that as the Angel ſtaid till Lot was plucked out of 
Sodom : ſo God hath ſome brands to ſnatch out of the 
fire, for whoſe ſakes he defers the execution of ven- 
geance againſt rhem, whoſe ſins call for it. For theſe 
cauſes, and it may be others not known tous, bur ſecret 
to himſelfe, doth God deferre the full executionof his 
wrath till ſinne be ripe. 
How the But how may wee judge when the fins of a people 
tulneſſe f prow to the full? I anſwer ( and but briefly, becauſe 
a re«p*-5 I would not be burthenſome to an attentive auditory, 
krowne, Che ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak in the beſt ;) 
to finde out ſinncs fulneſſe foure things muſt come 
\-bar Ge I0tO conſideration, Firſt, what kindes of finnes they 
3: defola. are which are Jand-deftroying ſinnes. Secondly, the 
,.ngis, q&eritty of theſe ſinnes. Thirdly. the aggratation of 
them. Fourthly, which is the upſhot of all, the rxcor- 
rigibleneſſe of them. 
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Firſt, the kinds of them, I mcanethus,there was guy mg gem 
never any Church or Nation without ſin , bur all :# deſolzzor. 
ſiones are not Church- waſting fins , nor Land-de- wy 
ſtroying ſins : but there are ſinnes which are called 1497 
abominations, Tuch as make a land ſþue ont the Inhabi- Levit.18 .:8. 
rants : ſuch as make God drive them out; And they 99-5: 
are ſome againſt the firſt table, ſome againſt the ſe- 
cond table. Againſt the firſttable, Firk , the ſinne 
of 1dolatry. Evermore, as Idolls come in, God zz. 
goes out : Whenthere was an Image of jealouſic ſer £534-43-2. 
9, God goes farre from his ſanftuary. God likes no 73 

uch neighbours. When Ephraim offended in Bal, he 
dies for it : when the meane man bowes himſelf , and 
the great man humbles himſelf to ſtocks and ſtones, z/9. 2.9. 
God will ſpare them no longer. When the glory 

dueto )z n or an,is communicated todumb Idolls, 

this God will bearc at no peoples hand. And the 

reaſon is plaine, this is as the w«rriagebed to God, 

this provokes his jealouſic, which i bis rage , then 
he will accept of #oranſome_— : This therefore is the 
—_— : ry _ all a 

econdly, the finnes of prophanine, contemnuin 

ſcorning _ perſecuting of Gal, bob this s, bis hot coecaprof 
day, his boly ſervents. Ijoyne all theſe finnes toge- Gods Ocdi- 
ther, becauſethey comeall from the ſame roote, TE. 
that is , malignancie againſt God , God himſelfe 

is ropnnen, Fer: _ commmnge in all theſe. 

Thou ha iſe oly things, and prophaned 

my Sabbaths , dire thon bf cauſed TS ator 
draw neere, God therefore would make Moab 
as Sodom , and the Children of Ammon as Go- 
morrha , becauſe 1hey reviled his people © but there is 
one proofe may ſerve in ſtead of an hundred. 
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SY 2 Chron. 36. The Lord did a long time bearc 
Natrwethiland- 
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with them; but when once they came to that paſſe 
rhat they polluted his Houſe , 4efpife his Word, mock. 
ed his meſſengers, miſuſed his Prophets, his wrath erew 
hot againſt them till there was no remedie : God could 
then beare them no longer, but would utterly de- 
ſtroy them. And it is our Countrey-man, vexera- 


ble Bedes obſervation, that when the old Britaines 


grew to that height of finne, as to caſt sdium 5» re- 


ligionts profeſſores , tanquam in adverſaries , God 
preſently ſent inthe Saxons, who deflroged them 
all. 


There are alſo ſome finnes 


ainſt the ſecond 


Rivero hu- Table, which greatly helpe to fill the meaſure of a 
mane ſociety. roples iniquitie; as Firſt , ſuch ſinnes as are de- 


Gcn.G. 11. 


101.3.8. 


E 3eþ.22.43.4- 


699. I 2, 
Hoſ.t 2.7 
Hoſ. 4.2. 


Senſuall luſts 
of drunken—- 
nes and uns 


cleannes. 


Heſ.0.10. 


ruttive to humane ſocietie_ , Cruelty, blood, oppre|- 
ys decert, thele were the finnes Jhich Scat 
the flood upon theworld of the ungodly. Theſe 
arc the fins which the King of Nimeveh ſaw would 
ruine him , and his Kingdome. Secondly , the 
ſenſtall luſts of drankenneſſe and whoredome— , 1 
joync theſe ſinnes together, becauſe they are uſu- 
ally joyned in the Scripture, and ſeldome ſevered 
in mens practice : And you ſhall clcerly in the 


| ſearch of the Scripture, finde them to bee among 


ſnſ.4.2.11, 


the abominations which help to fill up the meaſure 
of a peoples (inne, and prepares them for judge- 
ment. 1 have ſeene 4 horrible thing 1n the houſe of 1ſ- 
rael ( ſaith God, ſpeaking of the (ins which made 
God hew them down ) there i the whoredome of E- 
phraim; Whoredome 11d wine, and new wine take away 
their heart : This was one of the things that made 
God have Controverſie with the land , to make it 
mourRe, 


— 


A, 
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mourne, and to take them all away. I have not 64 muy gre on 


timeto proſecute theſethings, you ſhall eaſily find '* Yom. _ 
that theſe are gray haires in any Nation wherever £/4-:8.:.z. 
they are found. aka 

Secondly, the 2uantity of theſe finnes is very 71. ,.... 
conſiderable, when they arc wniverſall, no Nation licy of hele 
ever was without them, but when once they come fins: 
to ſpread as a Ganerene over the whole body , then Gm. 6.12. 
the meaſure quickly grows full: when a{{fleſh had 
corrupted their wayes,then the flood came ruſhing in; 
when from the crowne of the head, to the ſole of the foot 
the whole body was full of wounds,and bruiſes , and pu. */9-1-5,5. 
trified fores,then it was to no purpole tor God to 
ſtrike them any more with any hope of healing. 

You ſhall finde inthe 2 4. of Ezekiel, a notable de- 

ſcription of Jeruſalems condition, when Nebachad- v.1,2,3.4. 
neZ2Z4y came to deftroy them, the Prophet com- 

parcs the citie to a great pot , whercinto all the 

choice pieces were put to be boyled , the thigh and 

the ſhoulder, and all the choice boxes , but they were 

all rotten fleſh, whoſe ſcum would not boyle aur, 

meaning, that the Princes and Rulers, Prophets, and 

Priefts, and People,were all overſpread with abomi- : 
nable wickedneſſes. So in the 22. of Ezekiel, all 7259 + 
ſtates are brought in; the Prophets devouring ſouls, 

the Priefts violating the law , prophaning holy 

things, Princes and Rulers opprefling , the people 

robbing, &c. then God powres out his indignati- 

on, and conſumes them with the fire of his wrath. 

But this muſt be underſtood with this caution, yer co be un: 
that when I ſay all, it is not to be underſtood , as if derſtood = 
God would ſpare a people untill the whole multi- 12cm: 
tudegrew wicked, and none remaining on his = : 
” 2 0 
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Netwithfard. God had ſeven thouſand in Iſrael ,who were faithfall 
mg refirmation 


to him in the worſt time of Ahaebs apoHacie ; But the 


The3 


on of theſe 


ins. 


Dan.g.1 2. 
This is the 


Y 

of the whole 
chaprer of the 
fecond of 7e. 


not conſiderable,to God they arcal)wayes confidera- 


rayItl- - 


mcanit g is, when the number of ſuch as abſtaine 
'from theſe abominations, is ſo ſmall.that Wy arc 


ble but not alwayes conſiderable as tothe rarning a- 
way of judgement,or tothe preventing of ruine. Ter 
righteous men would have beene conſiderable in 
Sodoms,for the ſparing of it, when five wouldnor. 
 Sothe ſumme is, that when theſe abominations 
aregenerally ſpread , and very few in compariſon 
abſtaining from them, a people growes ripe apace 
for deſtruQion. 
3 The third thing conſiderable, isthe 4geravs- 
tion of theſe ſinnes, and thereinl ſhall onely give 
this o#<- briefe rule; that in all places and conntreys, 
houſes, families, or perſons, the more wercie, light, 
and meanes theſe {innes are committed againſt the 
fooner is the veſlell of their iniquitic come to the 
full. Amos. 3. 2, Tow only have 1 knowne of all the 
Nations of the world, therefore 1 wil viſt te you for all 
your iniquities. Ezek, 9. God begins at his SanttFuary, 


and with the ancient men, who had ſtood longeſt be. 


. fore him. And Daxie! makes this the reaſon , why 
God brought a greater evill upon them, than upon 


any other Nation, becauſe no other Nation had 


remie. See alſo. CnjOyed the like meanes to keep them from ſinne, 


$166.1.5. 


or to bring them to repentance. Andin the 22 of 
Eſay. The valley of vifion had the greateſt 
burden of wrath of all others : that is , the people 
of Ifracl, to whom God had ſent all his Prophets 
fromtimetorime. And there is great reaſon, 
why (ins againſt light and covenants, mercics , 

f- 
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Conſcience ſhould be moſt provoking ; [cis thus 
even amongſt all ingenuous men, he that eaterh my by r,4nigy 
bread,(ſaith David ) hath lift up his hecle againſt mee, 


if 1t had been a ſtrarger , I could haveborne it: Is 2/al. 41.9. 
this thy kindneſle to thy fiiend,, could wnnatarall * $59.16.17- 
CAbſolen ſay to Huſhai £ This then is a plaine caſe, 
thatthe more mercies a people {1ane againſt, the 
greater is their fin, and the ſooner comes their 
judgement. 

4- Thelaſt thing conſiderable to finde out the Incorrigible. 
fulneſſe of ſinne, is the 1ncorrigibleneſſe of it, and it 5M: ofthel 
the Lord grant that we can quit our ſelves of this, tes — 
we ſhall yet doe well : by this Incorrigibleneſſe [ ftrong tor 
meane, when the ſinnes of a people are growne ſo 
| great, that they are too ſtrong for the 9wounas and 

aukes which God hath ſet to keep them in com- 
paſſe. Now God hath ſet Foure Boundaries for 
ſinne, and when fin is growne too ſtrong for af 
th:ſe—, youmay conclude that ( reſerving or ex- 
cepting what God may doe in his abſolute prero- 
eative ) if he goe by his wonted rules, that Nation 
15 going to her long home. 

Firſt, God hath ſet Conſcience and ſhame— to be —— 
boundaries among all people, to keep fin in com- 5 name... ! 
paſſe: Conſcience to make them ſtand in awe of | 
God: ſhame to make them ſtand in feare of 
men: Theſe two God hath ſet up ( as his Officers 
and heraulds) inall mens hearts ; and when once 779%2-14: 
men can run into ſin, as the borſe into the battel, re- *® 
joycing to doe evill proclaiming theiriſins as Sodoms,not 
being aſhamed, and pa#t all feeling , there is one bauk 
broken downe, one Boundary pluc ked up. 

Secondly, another baukethat God hath ſet, is 
T3 the 


tl 
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the example,and centerſation, and prayers of his owne 
Nowithſiand. people, whom he ſcatters here and there amongft 
mgrgmmiti- men, andgreat is the power and force of their 
For prayers Preſence to keep ſinnein compaſie, paitly by the 
ex:mples & « A{ajeſtic of the Image of Goa,thining in them,part- 
Is. ly by their holy examples , p.nly by rheir wiſe and 
{caſonable connſeils, aameniticns, rep; ehcnſtons, partly 
1c 12.ut, bytheir prayers, whereby th.y bring dcowne ye- 
ſiraining and conſtraining grace : Now when theſe 
rn. Arccather taken away from a place by death, or ari- 
Gm.19, ven away by perſecution,as Lot out of So2om, or li- 
13.Ger.23, Ving amongſt them , God rakes off their edge to 
'Zr1411, Pray nolonger , as Abrahamtor Sodom , or leremy 
tor the lewes:There is a ſecond Boundary pulledup. 
Thethird is, that of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 
For Magi. hom God hath inveſted with his owne authori- 
ſtrates aq Lie, and put upon them ſome beames of his owne 
Miniſters, Majeſtic and Image , put his ſword into their 
— = hands, and armes them with power to keep fin in, 
and beat it downe; The Magiſtrate having the 
ſword of InFice, and thereby being made cuftos utri- 
uſque tabule; and Miniſters having the ſword of the 
Spirit, thele twoare ſtrong Rampires, and Banks, 
they are the 1-*4%x#.ro hinder finnes courſe, they 
are Phyſicians to cure the hurts of Gods people,1nd 
when once the fins of a Land grow too ſtrong for 
theſe, farewell all, you will ſoone heare the daies 
of their viſitation arcat hand, And this is done in 

three Caſes. 
Firſt, when Magiſtrates and Miniſters take 
mens Ne ſinnes part, and in ſtead of joyning with God a- 
with i. gainſt ſin, they joyne with fin againſt God: asif 
the doggs ſhould joyne with the wolves a- 
| gainſ} 


—— — — 
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Painſt the [beep , and the Shephearas. God may gre 0n 

Thus it was 1n Feremies time, hefo.ind the pe0- to diſelation. 
ple harder than a rock to be wrought upon, but he © <0 
ſaid, Surely theſe are poore and fooliſh , who know vat 
the way of the Lord,I will get meto the great men, and 
I 37 gr to them , for they have knowne the way 
of the Lord , and the judgement of their God: 
but were they ſuch, or did they fo 2 marke what 
follows, theſe have altogether broken the yoke , and 
burſt the bands, in ſtead of maintaining Gods yoke, 
and ſtrengthening Gods hands, they broke them ,,,,__ - 
a pieces : and what followes, therefore a Ly- ** 
ow out of the forreſt ſhall ſlay they , an eves- 
ing Wolfe ſhall ſpoile them, a Leopard ſhafl watch 
over the cities , every one that goes ont ſhall bee— 
tornein pieces. Thus it was likewiſe in Hoſeaes time, 
whenthe Prophet was a foole , and the ſpirituall man 
was mad, when the Princes would be drunke with bot- 
tles of wine, &c. Thus it was in Ezekielstime ( as Fxk 22.16, 
was before toucked ) immediately before their de- ©* 
ſolation. 

Secondly, when Mazifrates or Miniſtcrs ate da- _ ” 
flardly, when they are afraid of fin and ſinners, and * 
dare not appeare for God , when ſuch men have 
God, Conſcicnce,their office , the Lawes, all on their 
ſide,and yet dare not appeare againſt Idolatry,pro- 
phaneneſle, violence, ſenſuality, as it ſhowes the 


men to beot a vaſe ſpirit , {o it argues the ſins of 


I*r.4 5. 


that place to be of great ſtrength, even fic for judg- 
ment. Thusit was inthe 2 2. of Ezekiel,verſe.zo. 
whenall ſuch were growne cor; upt, 1 ſought for 4 
man among them. that is, ſome Phinchas to ſtand inthe 


gap, to makeup the hedge , ſome zealous Miniſters 
to 


ti 


Fo 
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ing reformation 
See alſo ler. 
IP 

Or coing 
their duty 
cannot yet 
prevaile a- 
gainſt it. 


And for the 
judgements 
of God. 


Zeph. 3 £7. 


AM 4. 


XN otwiithfland- 


* hem. 


roſtand up and mediate with God for them , and 
reſtific in their miniſtery againſtthem , bur 1 found 
none, and therefore I powred ous my indignation upon 


Thirdly, in caſe any Magiſtrates or Miniſters 
doe appcare on Gods part, as Joſiah, leremiah , and 
others did in theſe forlorno times , yet they 
prove too weake ſtakes, they are able to doe no- 
rhing; the inundarion of wickedneſſe beares them 
downe, and runs over their heads : Ina word,when 
ſome Magiſtrates _ with ſinne , others afraid 
of it, and the remainder , who are faithfull can pre- 
waile nothing , this Rampire is likewiſe over- 
thrownee. 

4 There is but one more, which when ir is 
likewiſe caſt downe , deſtruQion is at the very 
doore, and that is, Gods lefler judgements : God 
ſometimes kecpes perty-ſeſsions , to prevent great 

4 ſ5Fes, inferior executions,toprevent utter deſo- 
lations, which when they prevailenot, it is a cer- 
taine token of extreame wrath. Sometimes 
God afflitts neighbour Nations, deftroyine their 
Cities, that the reſt might receive I#ſtrattion , and 
their dwelling not be cut off : As Judges will hang up 
athicfe upon a Gibbet, to keepe others from the 
gallowes. 1have overthrown ſome of you (ſaith G od) 
as Sodom,1 have ſmitten you with blafting and mildew, 
2 ne4/ ap among you the peitilence , yet yee have not 


turned to me, why ſhould ye be ſmitten any more £ You 
ſhall ſeethis notably lake” - inthe 24. of Ezekj- 


el, Where God compares /ersſalem to a nd 
all the Inhabitants to fleſh boyling in the > bur 
all the boyling would not fetch out their ſcamme, 


no 
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no threatnings, no vilitations, no inter; r Judge- 
ments coll drevaile with them , but ſhill Ae mg 
ſcumme, their blood, their filthineſle and lewdnes TT a 
abode in them; marke then in the 1 3. verſe, what 
doome God gives of them, becauſe 1 have parged 
thee, ana tho: waſi not purged, [ have trycd all means 
rodoe thee good, and thou wilt not be reformed, 
thow ſhalt acver be purged from thy filthines any more, 
till 1 have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee, I the Lord 
have ſpoken it, and | will doeit. And that Examplc 
inthe Sixth of leremy, is moſt remarkeable, where 
Goduſcth ſuch a parable as this, rhe bellowes are® * 3* 
burnt, the lead is melted in the fire , the founder works 
in vaineL, for the wicked are not taken away , repro- 
bate ſilver ſhall men call them, {or the Lord hath re- 
jefted chem, God here compares himſclfe to a 
felver.ſmith, who takes a piece of exre- , and tryes 
Jll his art to divide betwixt the drofſe and the me- 
tall, but cannot doe it, and at laſt throwes it away 
with indignation, ſaith itis baſe ſtuffe, on which he 
will never beſtow any more labour. $0 God feems 
to ſay, my Mimſtershave ſpent their lungs , dried 
up their ihro4zr, all my other judgements have been 
tryed, but the wicked arc not taken away, they are 
all baſe droſle, I will beſtow no more paines upon 
them. 
Andnow you underſtand what the gray hairs of 
a State or people are, & when a people are ripe for 
deftruQion, when the time is come that God will 
quanta a you ſhall not necd to cnquire by 
whiat meancs he will doe it,he hath all in his owne 
hands, he hath fu ye piſs, and ford, and 
wilde beaſts, and fire, _"_ quakes, and if none of 
a 
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= all theſe doc it, hee hath ftes, and lice, and graſhop- 
Nw” here, 8 rats and mice enough to deſtroy the ſtrong. 
= eſtkingdome in the world in a moment ; if hee 

bur whiſtle, hifle, or call for them. 
| Objettion, It is true may ſome ſay ,if people goe 
What kindof on in their wickedneſſe , and prove Incorrigible, 
Reformat'® no marvaile though God procced thus againſt 
with deſolati- them : but that it ſhould be the caſe of a le, 
__ who ſet upon Reformation , this is ſtrange: And 

how wilchis ftand with the doQrine preached inthe 
1+.18.,,,, forcnoon,that wh? «Natio / ay wil repens,8&:c* 
Anſwer. In ſuch an aſſembly as this, a ſhort 
anſwereſif true ) will ſatisfic. Firſt, God never 
promiſed that the ſincere Reformation bf a tew 
ſhould prevent the judgement of a multitude: if 

Gods time of Exccation be come , Neeh, Daniel 

ExX>.4+ and Job ſhall deliver neither ſon nor daughter , who 
are not turned home to God. Secondly, I an- 

{were, that though the Nation jeyncd in the Re. 
formation, it was not in ſincerity, if it had been 

ſound, the doQrine in the morning would have 

carried it away, and I muſt have had another In- 
terpretation of my Text. Iris true, !9fiah carried it 

by his authoritic, butthe-peoples hearts were not 
right. And Jeremy ſaith no lefle : when I removed 
Samaria Out of my ſight, ber treacherowe fiſter Indah 

turned not to mee. Yes, mightthe people ſay , wee 

did turne totheeunder good King Jofbeh, but it was 

bus fainedly (ſaith the Prophet ) and ie appeares to 

be fo, for as ſoone as ever lofiah was dead, they 

made 4 aviverſall Apoſtacie_ fromthe Lord , and 

——_—— ſotheir Reformation was butlike that of the Na- 
444% Ctionofthe 7ewsin Clrifts time, which our Lord 
| com- 


lert.z 10, 


—_ 


RD 


compares to the unckanc ſpirit, going out for. a 6«« 
while , and rcturning againe with feven Devills * 
worſe tnan himſclfe. As if Emgland, by the help of 
this noble Parliament, who lay the cauſe of Gad to 
kearr, ſhould joyne in a Reformation, though a. 
nſtche haire, it would come to nothing in the 
end. And ſo1 havein ſome meaſure clecred this 
doarine in Thefs, how farre the approaching ruine 
of a Nation may be knowne, «nd wht the ignes of 
K arc, The ſecond follows, and that is, 


9 of, hed 


Whether this concerne us. And what anſwere Whether this 


would you have megive 
anſwere in this, as Damel did Nebuchadwetzar, 


when he was to imeerpret a dreame to the King, 


you © I could willingly ay toe " 
our one cale, 


which ia the true expoſition forctold Nebwchad Par. 1g. 


 wen-4rs falk:It is ſaid Demiel Rood il for an hour, 
and his thoughts troubled him, and in the end 
ſpeakes out, My Lord, the dreame bt to them this 
hate thee, and the Interpretetion of it to thine enemies. 
So ſay 1, oh letthe paralell of this be ſome other 
pcople - oh that it might not-fit Z#ghavd ; but doth 
it fir it 2 Right honourable and beloved, your great 
wiſedomes, your diligent inſpeQion ,. your ample 
Intelligence , your faithfulnefſle and ſinceritic 
makes you bctter able to judge, than my meanneſſe 
can ateaine unto, who am nene of the wiſeſt obſer- 
vers of the time: but I muſt ſpeake, 'and what I 
ſpeake, I ſhall ſpeake freely an humbly, I would I 
could ſpeake ſorrowfully : 1 know I ipeake ro wiſe . 
men, who can well judge what I ſay. 


Firſt, | hope verily we are #97-yet come to that I: is boped 


paſle, that God ſhould ſay of. us, 1 will paſſe 


thae vvee are 
not yet inthax} : 


England no more; bleſſed be God , wee have acondirion. 


G 2. graci- 


_—_. 
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_.,> + . .- gracious King, maſiy Noble Pecrs, many excel. 
pho ol ent Commtilits, who have already Sits great 
———— things for God, I necd not repear them, all the 
Kingdome knowes them to their comfort. Yea, 
and bleſled be God, the ſame gracious Soveraigne 
And why. and honorable Aſſembly of Parliament dee yet 

enquire what is further to be done, what wrath is 
kindled, and how it may be quenched , and have 
called the whole Kingdome, to afflit them- 
ſ{ Ives before God, that his great wrath might bee 
turned away from us. And as yet wee have a 
ſprinkling of Ph:nchazzes , worthy Magiſtrates, 
who in their ſeverall Countreys & Countics dare 
appcare in Gods cauſe againſt finnc, and the bold- 
eſt ſinners. And wee have alſo a good ſprinkling 


of fairbfull Miniſters, who ſtand on the watch towre, 


and blow the Tray , and give the people warning. 
c 


And for ever bleſſed be the Lord (which is not the 
lcalt pledge of our hopes, for the lengthning out of 
our tranqulllity)we have many ten thouſand Saints 
in England,who not onely abſtaine from the abo- 

minations of the times, but mourne for them, and 

ive Godno reſt night nor day, untill he bow the 

| Aviroing and come downe, and ct up for himſelfe 

aglorious Throne amongſt us : And unto theſe 

God hath made many promiſes of ſparing the 

Jand for their. ſakes, and thattheir poſteritics afcer 

them thall be bleſſed. | 

Ye rexedihne Bur ST hopethis, fo the Lord will be a wit- 
we ae yery eſſe with me, that I feare whether «ff rheſe perſons, 
neer it, and their Graces doe bearc « juſt propertion to the 
means and mercies, which God hath given to Eng- 

land; ortothat huge Invndation of ſinne, wherewith 


Emng- 


_— —____H{—_yw\ ; _ 


_— 


oY before the Commons Heaſe of Parkamcw:. | A5 


: England is overrgn at this day. And here, had I K 
atongue to ſpeake,and you and I hearts and eyes re a 


to powre out teares and ſorrow , wee might mak-, 
this place a Bochion, a place of weepers. For, what cheſe fns 
kind of theſe ſianes doe not overflow us 2 You will #** —_— I 
ſay at firſt, not Idolatry, bur I tell you , neither a 
were the Germarnes catried away with Idolatry, 
when their deſolations broke in upon them, nor 
on lewes, rok laſt —_— "_ mea- 
ure of our Iniquity may poſlidl ull, though 
this fin come 3 4 ; bud God Sib , do 
know that wee bave not only abundance of Idola- 
trous Papiſts, who are proud, inſolent and daring, 
but abundance of Popiſh1Idolatrous ſpirits, ſuper- 
ſtiriouſly addiaed, willing. to embrace any :thing 
that goes that way,only they will not have it goe 
under the name of Popery. And for the other 
ſinnes of contempt of Gods holy Ordinances, his 
day, his ſervants, and. all his waycs , oppreſſion, = 
cruelty, defrauding of brethren, the ſenſaall ſinnes 
of unclcanneſle, eſpecially that of drunkenneſle, 
Goe but to the places of greateſt reſorts, Market- 
Townes, populous Cities, and Faires, &c: and 
your hearts would tremblc to thinke ,, how our. 
land is Fas. a mp on a Beloved, the And that in 
enerality of the people of England, is extreamely Ft mer: 
is of which argues hw, caſe to be moſt ai a 
ſerable, it ſcems tobcarc downe, and to break over 
all our baukes, multicude's finning wich a whores 
forehead, proclaiming their ſinnes as Sedow: And 
the vox poduli is; that many of the Nobles, Magi- arer Magi 
ſtrates, Knjghts and Gentlemen , and Perſons bf wo 
great Quality arc arrand Traytors and Rebells a- 
5 G 3 eainſt 
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gainſt God , taking part with wicked men, and 
Xarwithiad- wicked cauſcs againſt the Truth, Patrons of Ale- 
we - - houſes and diſorders , checking inferior Officers, 
—— —— who diſcover aty zcal for God againſt an il] cauſe- 

Fhat in many of their families (notto mention Re- 
kgion ). there is not ſo much as a face of Civilitie : 
Many others ot them, who ſeem to wiſh well,dare 
not draw out the ſword which God hath given 
them, and ſome few others, borne downe in their 
placcs with the torrent of wickednefle, And as 
for our Miniſters, how many ſad complaints and 
petitions hath this Honourable Aſſembly received 
againſt many hundreds of them © multirudes of 
them rottenand unſound in their doQrine , and ſo 
vitiousand corrupt in their lives , that they fulfill 
that which Archbiſhop Aber ſaid in his Lef#vres 
upon /on4b, prefcfhng that his heart bled within 
hich, to thinke of the miſerdble condition of the 
precious foulcs of many people,who had ſuch Mi- 
niſders,as lobannes Aventinus [peakes of, who ( if 
they wcre not in the Miniſterie ) would not be. 
thought fir hog-heardes to keep Swine. Befides 
thouſands of others, who ( God knowes) want ei- 


ther wiltor, skill to doe the-Lords worke faithful- 
ly. Andthe refadue, ho have endeavoured fo give. 


: 


the people warning , and toteach them the good 
way of the Lord,have been a long time borndown 
and oppoſed, asthe troublers of our Iſrael. Sure 1 
am, whatever our Minifters are, or doe, the finnes 
of the land are too ſtrong for them , and our peo- 
ple retnaine unſubducd os _ : 
. Yea which is yer worſe, the very judgments of / 
>. Salon  Godhave wrought little upen us, all the long = 


" 


” 
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heavy preſſures of the Neighbour Churches , his rods 

upon eur ſelves cerrible nod waſting peſtilevces and s p75 okg 
famine, his blaſting all our emerpriſes, his ſcaring us 
with ramors of warres and bloud prevaile nothing; 
wee ſtill grow worſe and worſe: Indecdif any fan 
grow out of faſhion, ( as cloathes doe ) then wee 
leaveit, otherwiſe weegoe on boldly andimpu- 
dently, let God threaten or doe what he will. 
Andall theſe evils are ager ayated by beung COM- and mercies of 
mitted againſt greater meanes and metrcies, than a. God. 
ny nation under Heayen enjoyes this day beſides 


——_— 


- ourſelves. 


And which is yerſadder,(oh that I were miſtaken 
upon condicion I weretyed to a recantation ) our 
dealing this Laff year is more injurious againſt God, 
than heretofore. The Lord hath gathered ſuch an 
Afﬀembly of Nuble Peeres and Commons, who 
have done ſuch greatthings,that many of us began 
to hope our Pilgrimage through this wildemeſſe 
had beene almoſt ended , and that Ermgland would 
»ow turnetothe Lord, and become a people zealous of , 1 -11u.- 
good workes : But verily ſo far as 1 can underſtand , giae «o ap- 
the bady of the. Nation makes little other uſe of Pex*e again 
all the mercies of this laſt yeare , buttoabuſeall * 
the liberties procured both for Church and Com- *2dwhereia. 
monwealth, to greater and bolder finning againſt 
God: andnow alſo, which yet ſpeakes moreſad- 
ly, the Zord God beginges to appeare againſt us,not 
onely in permitting many «nexpetFed blocks and 
rubbs, huge trees caſtin the way of our Worthies, 
that they cannot marchi,on intheir ſtrengrh, and ſo 
the much expefed Reformation ftickes long in the 
birth; bur God hath-drawne out, arid Tbhed 

l 


= — _——_— —— 
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orwithiland- ,1' ny - | "oe -o , 
Ne the Neighbour Nation, which when it once be- 


—. 
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b6 the ſword, and made it begin to drinke blood in 


— — ginsto drinke, ſeldomc is put up againe , till it be 


drunke with blood : this God hath ſuff, red ro bee 
drawne out upnn our deare Brethren in Ircland, up. 
on our owne fleſh end blood , and that by a Nation, 
by whomt though they may ſceme contemptible 
to ſom: as bei"g barbarous, unarmed,gFe. yet) we 
may feare,that God will plague us, becauſe wee 
have not laboured to bring them to the knowledge 
__ of God andour Lord lefus Chriſt. Acne Tekel. 
The Lord grant that being pur into the ballance 
we be not found too light. 
Aooticaronco What ſhill wedoethen * Firſt, beleevcir, wet 
oprives: that England ſhall bee ruined, I lay notſo: butbe- 
lecycthar great is the wrath of God which is kind- 
Firſtyro be- . 1<d againſt vs, that wee ſtand upon ill termes be. 
reindanger, FOre him thatthoughhe may ſave us by his Pre- 
rogative, yct if hee proceed with 'usar common 
Law, according to his uſuall rule with other Na- 
tions, Wearcin gu dangerto be utrerly loſt. I 
preſſethis the rather becauſe we are a ſecure Nation, 
nor willing to beleeve anything that may diſturbe 
| King.zz, Our caſe. One Zedekiah who will preach pleaſing 
which we re things, ſhall be beleeved more than twenty M;- 
loraco doe. ,5.hs : ſuch astell us wee arethemoſt flouriſhing 
Church in the world, the ſtrongeſt people by Sea 
8nd Land, all other Nations Court us, and have 
their owne hands full, the 1riſþ be only diſconten- 
ted, weake men, and will ſoone be quieted: ſuch 
I fay ſhill bee believed more than anhundred 7ere. 
mice; who would put us ih feaxe, It is reported of 


, = 
\ 


ia: rhe Emperour lyitigat his pleaſure at Re- 
Venne, 
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wenn, when newes was brought him that Rome God may gre on 
was taken and ſpoyled, hce thought they had '* «lawn. _ 


meant a fighting Cocke which hee called Rome: 
ſo when weearctold of danger, we flight all thar 
is ſpoken, and beleeye nothing in that kind : Bur 
the Lord grant that this ſecurity of ours beenot a 
Calme before an earthquake : When they ſay peace, 
ou then ſudden deſtruition comes upon them. Bur "4-4 
ct us believe and tremble : the Wiſeman never hides Prov.12.3. 

himſelfe till hee ſees the evill comming ; and the firſt /®:3-- 
ſep to Ninevehs peace was their believing that God 
was comming againſt them. | 

But 'you will ſay that is the way to diſcourage 
men, and you doe not well to diſcourage them in 
whoſe hand and courage our wellfare lyes. Oh 
beloved, let mee not bee (o yo » Werethis Bur till wee 
objecion fitt in other caſes 2 ſuppole one ſhould Joe ic, our 
come and truly tell us the exemy were landed, the ** 
Sea were broke in,the Houſe or City, were on fire, ; 
were it fit to objeR, oh ſay not ſo you will diſcou- 
rage men? Diſcourage or not diſcourage, if this 
be not told how ſhall the enemy bee driven backe, 
the breach of waters ſtopped, or the fire quench A*41ve Gall 
ed * But neither needthis diſcourage, but rather righe means 
furniſh us with matter of humiliation and aQion, for Gaey. 
Toſiah ſate downe and wept, when hee underſtood 
Gods wrath was kindled, and fell t# reformation. , Kingas, 
Ezra rent his garment and plucked off his haire, and 
fellts his worke , and ſolet us doe: Letus beleeve 
that Gods diſpleaſure is againſt us, that we may 
feare before this Great G ov, and labour to get 
I wrath turned quite away and that is the ſecond 

C. : 


H Secondly , 


5O 
Notwith/and- Secondh, ler us all labour inthe right way to 
ing reformation turne this wrath of God from us, and that, Firſt, 
| by mourning under it , God lookes we ſhould bee 
Tart i aſhamed when hee ſpits in our face, and takes it 
Firſt by mour. WOnderfull unkindly, if wee eremble not when this 
ving forit. Lion roares, Conſider ſeriouſly of that place in 
PT the twenty two of Eſay. There you ſhall ſee an 
-.9,&, eCnemy was comming againſt eruſelem, and God 

was much diſpleaſed becauſe they tooke not the 
rightway for their ſafety, and ſo in, that hee ſaid 
that iniquity ſhould never bee purged from them 
till they dyed, and yet ſce what they did, they ſcou- 
red up their armour they gathered the waters, that the 
enemy might have no benefitby them, they repar- 
red the breaches in the walles, made a atepe aitch for 
greater fortification : what hurt was there in all 
this : Oh but they begunatthe wrong end : the 
Lord called them toweeping and mourning, and to 
baldneſſe, andtogirding with ſackcloth, to tremble 
before him becauſe of his wrath, and this they re- 
garded not, andtherefore God would never par- 
don it. Till therefore we mourne becauſe of God's 
diſpleaſure, al] other meanes of welfare will taile 
of that comfortable «ffe& which we deſire, I know 
the world makesa ſcorne of this, you are one of the 
mourners, but let our ſoules bee numbred amonp 
thoſe mourxers; ' God will reſtore comfort totheſe 
2m0arners : and no man knowes the power which 
theſe poore mourners have to turne away Gods 

wrath. 
5. erfonall Secontly , and as we muſt mourne for this ful- 
10132000 nes of Our 1115, (5 every one mult helpe to expty 
theweſſell; 18 we thye helpedto fill ir: the fuller our 
vel. 
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veſſel! is with finne, the neerer our ruine is, and if 
w-.ecould knock out the botrome ofthe veſſell,or 
by any meanes empty it,Gods wrath would paſle 
away with our finnes: oh help< to empty ir, your 
Atnciſme, your prophanenelſe, your oppoſing of 
good men, and good cauſes, your adulterics, hes, 
&7c.get them out by all meanes, all Gods thre - 
nings ſpeaketo us ,3Sthe waves of the Sea ſeerned 
to ſpeake to the mariners in the firſt of 19yah, 70- 
21h had told them thatthe tempeſt came for him: , 
and till he was caſt over the {ca would never be 
quiet, yet they rowed hard to carrie 1oxah to land , 
but the waves ſeemed to tellthem, caſt 7oah 0. 
verboard or we will fetch you over board. Out 
therfore with yourluſts, God hath no otherquar- 
rell againſt us, he doth not afflie? us willingly, he 
ſaith to us as 18ab ſaidto the wiſe woman ot Abel, 
far beit from meto ſwallow up or deſtroy a city 
in Iſrael, deliver only Sheba the ſonne of Bichri , or 
throw his head overthe wall,and I am gone. Doe 
thou ſo, finde out all thy b=loved fins, ſay tothy 
darling luſt, as 1#nius Brutus ſaid to his ſon,thouwil- 
Liine,ſhall 1 nouriſh theeto deflroy the Comman-wealth, 
and ſtabs him : (hall I walke in theſe wayes, ro bee 
the ruine ofthe Church andCommon-wealth2the 
Lord rather ſtrike me dead' with a Thunderbolt. 
Let vs therefore every one, beginto ſweep before 
our owne doore , and wee know not how ſoone 
the whole ſtreet miy be made cleane. 


God May goe on 
{0 deſdlation, 


pe IE 
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Thirdly and laſtly ( Right Honorable, and 11. the par. 
bcloved ) you are tobeour Phy fitians, and repair- lianent ſhould 
ers of our breaches, the horxes of Gods wrath be. 4c for our 


gin to puſb at us, you are the Carpenters that muſt 
H 2 cut 


lafety. 
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| cut off theſe hornes : I therefore make this humble 
Netw.thAand- (\jre to you, that { as you have beſought his Ma- 
wg ro orma.nn 


— jcſtieto c.]l a day of Faſting and Prayer through- 
out Enzland , and wee hope wee ſhall have many 
more, till the fierce wrath of God be turned away ) 

Following ſo in all your thoughts, to doc England, Scotland 

LofeaeX= and Ireland good, you would ſet downe this , that 

"Oy the turning away of Gods wrath,is of greateſt con- 

ſequence: if youlet God goc onto be angry , doe 
what you can, wee ſhall Joſe all *t home and a+ 
broad. Thus did 19fiah, when once he underſtood 
out of the Buok- of GOD , that the Lords 
Wrath was kindled, hee prefertly ſends to Hulda, 
the Prophetcfſe, to enquire what was to be done, 
that they might quench it, cſteeming all other 
buſineſle unſeaſonable and truitlefſe, while that 

i. Inmoutn- fire was burning. And here I ſhall onely ina few 

ing,becauſe of yOrds, commend to you the example and pra- 

4 . Rice of this brave King, whom this Text ſo mag- 

&:. Nifies. Tirſt, hee mournes, and calls all the people 

to mourre with him, and that through Gods 

mercy, you have done, 


: Roozing ow Scondly, hee goes out in that way, whereof 
&olary,f&c yOu heard more inthe forenoone , and breaki 
downe all the Images and reliques of 1delatry : the 
Lord ſer it cloſe to your hearts, that you may 
leave nothing which is contrary -to Gods pure 
worſhip. 
3 Inexecuion F 
of Gods Thirdly , hee executed the juſtice and vengeance of 
un fs ene. God upon the Inſtruments FA the Kingdomes r9- 
mies, ine, the Idolatroms  Priefes , digeing the very 


bones - 


- 
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bones of ſome of them out of their graves,the ſame Lo1d Ggumy gee on 
direct you,that in your great wiſedoms,you may be to deſolation. 
as the Anzels of God to ciſcern whit is to be done. 
w:iththem who have deenc the troublers of our 

peace, and the greateſt kindles of Gods wrath a- 

gainſt us : ſpare whom yee may ſpare with Gods 

g00d will, but remember it is fooliſh pity that de- 

{troyecs a City : let not the men eſcape whom God 

appoints out to puniſhment, 


— 


Fourthly, he refolves to reforme Religton and the © King.20.42. 
worſhip of God, and to ſet it up, and maintaine it accor- 4 ” 072d 
ding tothe word : and to thatend he cals together ing Goes true 
the Prieſts, and Prophets, the Elders of Iudah and Religion and 
leraſalem,and with them enters into acovenant before _ 
the Lord to walke after the Lord and to keepe his Com- , rings x1. x, 
mandements, &c, Oh that the Lord would put it 2.&« 
inco the heart of you all co doe the ſame, you know 
what you have bin ofte petitioned for,the God of al 
wiſdome dirc&t you in due fime toproceedia this 
cauſe,and if in your Wiſdoms,you frat find it fit- 
ting that a grave Synod of Divines ſhould be called 
tOinforme_ your Conſciences what is to bee done, 

I belcech you follow the dieRion of Gods Word 
in it 

5. Andthen for the manner. Fiftly, he did all ExaQly, accor. 
according to Gods law , he conſulted not with fleſh —_ 
and blood, enquired not into termes of policie, 
how farre the ſtate would beare it, or how far the 
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vouithfaxt: peopkc would CONLUNTE TO grumbling bh. 

is refrum-tion 1d ACCOLCINg tO Ul wilh God hal appounted in 
———__— 

And laſtly, ne ic !: veith 2a and forvencie, he 

Jaid not our 1s firerg:h in bis owne cauſe, and 

then uſe diver itons anc dt rimutoNs in Gols cauſe; 

batthere wis bis ſtrength jad out, where hee 

knew Gods jealoutic Jay, The Lord make you 

And tharwith ſuch Joſtahs, ſuch zealous men, what CAnakims or 
OT Gyants would you p:ove, you might ( with Bria- 

 rensthe Gyan, with a hundred hanus,ot whom the 
Poets feignc)tuke Thunderbolts out of the hand of 

God. and ſo fave your (clves , your families, and 

the Nation. Go 0nyee Worthies of the Lord, 

and thus deliver us. If there be any healing , any 

}- NCOUCrAagC- . ©... . 

" nechee. CCUVErANCE, YOu ſhall be our Saviours : if there be 
onto. none, you may with 1oftah get the judgement re- 
rs ſpired for your life time; let the worſt come, the 

2 glory ofthe Lord ſhall not oncly be your reward, 

bur your rereward, your ſafety : you ſhall deliver 
your ſoules , and your children, after you hall be 
bleſſed: doe this, and the Lord God be with 


you. 
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